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n c hate action.
I t.a;,Vc;

LEVI WOODBURY,
Secretary of the Treasury.

I IIikkis, Esj.,
lu ccieer of Public Money, Columbus, Mi.

Why, .Mr. Secretary, you are craw-
ling out at the same place you crept in.
Tins is the tunc you played at the t.'

It is rather too late in the
day to think of frightening Harris now,
bv threatening to turn him oat, when he

But to our task. The next defaulter
whom I shall mention was Boyd, the
successor of Harris, a "follower in the
footsteps. In little better than six
months after he had been in office, we
find the following account of his fidelity.
It is extracted from the report of one
V. M: Garesche, who was sent out by
the Secretary to examine the condition
of the land offices. It is dated 14th
June, 1837. In relation to Boyd, he
says:

The account of the receiver, which
I have made out, and transmit herewith,
presents against him a balance of .$55,- -

X KEASl'HY I 'r.PARTMrt.VT;
September. 183.5.

Hn; I rcgrcl fo say tfi.lt the rertsorfs
aligned in your letter of th 1 4c! irist.
f-i-r ithhoJding your monthly returns
ran not hereafter "be deemed satisfactory.
1 ' Tin pcrceie no sufficient cause forthc'ir
b ing delayed longer than the first week
in each f tnonth, as there canI; no difficulty in ascertaining at oner;
the amount- - of monev receive! within
the month, or in stating the amount of
your disbursements and dposites during
the m nth. This is all that is required
in them. The object of these returns is
t aiiord the Department the earliest in- -

that time, sentitiveness of the ?l 'f m im far v-C-
-r

ve ex-- n -

, Jand everybody else know you never in-

tend to do it.

in; iiii.ia itu c - - I i

extravagain the National Lxeeutive.
f.ni these exti-diture- sBat not sav. We

inising ia a - nr ua"
der tho aiistration of "retrenchment
and refor from seventeen, to tvtn'i-nin- e

millu and vet there are pv..:i- -

Mr. Chairman, let nte crave your pa
tience. We are nearly through this
case, an ! then wu will rest for a moment. 9G5 54. His own account makes it cal leadercckless enough to jjs: ;tv
The following letter begins to exhibit R53.272 73; it is also annexed. His as an t t- - t ca ;

LI. I 3 ttlUt 1 'sets, of which I also send vou the list. til e V -the peop'3 to th ca
1 irritation in regard fo I fie money oper-
ation of the land ofiV-e- . and the punc-transmissi-

of ail the moneys re-

ceive'! to the bank of deposite. They
fire therefore of paramount importance,
and cannot be nermitted to await the

amount to $61,543 98, rating the land:
at $1 25 only, but might probably rea!- -

ize double the amount. The man seems
really penitent; and I am inclined to

penJitaresrUe tunes inus, iokv, "- w.r,. U,r-r- . I i - -- -

out in wh.-r-, public ea:t,enV ,S,. :
canb-- e Jul into nuit on a suc,,c to: J . '-- '

IV . , b; . , I , - r:.
to tne 'i btiii.5"1, ! - :-such vitalportance - . . . t. v 4 X

of thecouv; but so it u ill be. unless u- -i l c - - U
the real fids of reform Io.,k we.l ! K:,. x. , , .
tho ,i;a...,vi.w of facts aril J.vj-- i i.

the catastrophe:
Treasury Department, June G, 1S36.

Sir: Your letter of the 23d ult., ac-
companied by your returns for the
month of April, is received. Seeing
the balance of public moneys in your
hands amounted to $128,831 70 at the
end of thai month, I have to request
that you will explain why it was that the
whole of the public moneys in your
hand on the last of the previous month

think, in common with his friends, that
he is honest, and has been led away from
his duty by the example of his prede-
cessor, and a certain looseness in the
code of morality, which here does not
move in so limited a circle as it does
with us at horn-- . Another receiver
would probably follow in the footsteps

j- - a
pu i tr.e- u-

ments in sxrt of their ca i- -e.

' In rrrat the of the

coiMph tion of !ok entries, or
tile perfection of other business, be its
ediaraeter '.viiat it may.

I am, &c.
Li:VI Wt)())P,URY,

.SVv(7r.y of the Treasury.
w. r. if atiR!s i:s.j.'

Rcrrivr of l'ullic Mincy, Columbus Mi.
And now, sir. I nm sorry to say this

contumacious receiver in id no attention

mwas not deposited, instead of a part, lie expend res t.r the !xif yt-ar-
.

f heartf It coe.gratu!it is a SLiItt c

that tilea llng Whig- t f 1 s

see are in pvav respoa-- i b-- - tt s

conformity to explicit aud frequent in-

structions on that point. It is painful to of the two. You will not, therefore.
a i. .

hi! "ri
: . i

II -
be surprised if I recommend his beingbo obliged to ask you so often lor expla
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coasia.vem-r- , vvt::ig opie Co:
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nations.
I am, Arc,

LEVI WOODBURY.
Secretary f the Treasury

Receiver of Public Moneys,
Col umbus, Mississippi.

Yes, I should suppose it was painful.

retained, in preference to another ap-
pointment; for he has his hands full now,
and will not be disposed to speculate any
more. He will have his bon.l signed by
the same sureties, and forwarded in a
few days to Washington; this speaks
favorably. He has, moreover, pledged
his word that, if retained, he will strict-
ly obey the law, and receive nothing but

that the vy yeir (Iv.':h) :f
Wiiis I:s.h-contr- ol of
and Judge hite wa-- t pros

to those kind warning and friendly so-

licitation?, lie did not make Ids returns,
the 10th of October is past, and Mr.
Ilnrris is doubtless removed; for Gener-
al Jackson and Levi Woodbury have
both said i?. I!ut, softly; here is a let-
ter dated the J2thof October; no doubt
it is the letter of dismissal. Let's
read it:
Tkimscrv I)nRTMF.XT, October 12, 1C35.

Sit: Trusting to the assurances given

a'

The Secretary is truly a man of much the J:;cks ranks, th
ran up t inty-niu- e :n

the ex pe-.i- t are oi t T.patience. He must be a lineal descen-
dant of Job. He gives to his subordi specie in payment for lands. He tells me

that he is about selling a great portion of bfdng $17:0.CHJ! Fhe
tiMi. .Mr. V. Bj.-- :i was ! -nates "line upon line," "precept upon

his lands; that, and some other negotiaprecept," "nere a little ' an.I thers a
Ti.

in your letter of trie 1 ith ultimo, and to
those of your friends made in your be-

half, the President has consented, upon
Ihc facts nor before him. to continue

tion, will enable him to discharge a
large portion of his debt to the United

C IU- -'-
es before the expiration of the pre

great deal. He strives hard to learn
them honesty. Whether his ill success
is attributable to master o'r pupils, I will
not pretend to say.

At length Mr. Harris docs what nei
vou in oflW-unti- l the 12: Ii of Novembei sent quarter. Lenity towards him, there-

fore, might stimulate him to exertions,
which severity might perhaps paralvze.

by n:.s prc.tessor
We a re ware it has l

the incra was o.;i; t

than the jrro-i- t

Overnm--:.t- . ! i

the casr. I'h" tweu' "

abiolutdy disburse-- !v t!
Departneits. aai ia t!:e i:

gant apropriatioas. czc!u i
to the fileial retor: f tlie

ther the President nor the Secretary
I have, in the meantime, enjointed thedared-t- do A dismisses hunsclj Jrom

proximo; then, unless your monthly re-

turns are all rendered, and satisfactory
evidence that the whole of the public
moneys with which you are chargeable
are deposited, is received. you must be
removed from r.fbe, however painful to
both him and this Department.

closing of the land ofTiee until the bond
is completed and returned. No lanl has
been sold since the 20th ultimo."

office; in other words, he resigns.
Tr.EAsu.iY Department, Sept. 26, 1836

Sir: Your letter of the 27th ultimo, Ih- - I'o-- t tSir, who, hut a profligate pander, could j thr? Tiasury,) oi
addressed to the President, has been re

i r

J i T

i eg ; i "- .-

frth w .th
: t l r-'-

-.

Trust m is. about v '.u. ii so
been sl of late on t!e stu.ire.

Bat 5 leave Gen. Jackson's
ferred to this office. Your duties as re-

ceiver will, of course, have ceased, "or
bicn suspended, after the 31st ultimo,

a ! m.'.y .y

! the - Ktration let us look rni.--e c. j--

have written the above? V ho, but a
political biwl, could have receive! it
without indignation and contempt?

"You will not be surprised if I recom-
mend his being retained;" "for he has
his hands full now."

No; I presume the Secretary was not

the time w hen you propose your resig

J am, ccc,
LEVI WOODBURY,

Secretary rf the Treasury.
W P. IlAStM.S. VUq.'

Ttmircr nf Public JJ'met, Ciihmdiui J'Ji.ts.

'Well, this isstrange! a reprieve? and
bae I upon Mr. Harris's letter of the
11th ultimo? Why, the Secretary says
in his last that the reasons given in this
letter of the !4i!i ultimo, for withhol

nation should take etTect. Immediate
steps, it is hoped, will be taken to adjust
vour accounts, and pay over the balance.

doings f the Executive cow i i p j'-v-r

to the'Tetrenchment a:il rttofni" cf
MartinVaa Buren. Anl here w hye
a still re remarkable coiitrast. "I h
first yer's expenditures un!:r Mr. Ai-am- s

an Mr. Clay ainumted to SI 1.4XV
460; th first year of Mr. Van Ih.ru'i

surprised, though any honest man would
have been, at the corrupt and wicked

g--
. .' '
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' work th-
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proposition.
The licentious familiarity of this, ns adminisration to thir'y-i- e r.i 'f t.

hundrei-ian-l fifteen t'ijusund, four hu-- i i- -welt as other of the reports and letters v : ;

a a

Soon as the President returns, a further
communication will be made to you.

I am, Scc.

LEVI WOODBURY.
Secretary of the Treasury.

W. P. Harris, Esq. Columbus Miss.
lie resigns, a defaulter for S100,000.

lie had quite a moderate appetite, com-
pared with Swartwout and some others.

There is but one more morsel of this
correspondence on record, and it is of a

to the Secretary, cannot fail of arousing,
in the breast of every pure-minde- d man, red andnine dollars! And tins ex::u uc

aain. c the or Trust far: Is
sentiments of scorn and disgust. aeand thePost OtTice expend. tares.But, says this polv'pus feeler of Levi
Woodbury, "the man seem really peni v

tent; and I am inclined to think, in
common with his friends, that he is hon

item atone, the Naval service, ain.unto-- u; h,s .ni. i ? i . .w
to $C,8c2,059, being me-r- e t'laa o::e half, th-- new r j e- -

the aTTreate spent by Mr. Alias ail ;eo'a--- I hf eh : - s- '

Mr. Clav.wkite the ta'rious i'-r- as u.il m?e;Ht vk ;f - J
tk h.a-- of "Military auaa:- - X- 1 1 -

ed to the round suin of .sl?.IIT,j7 l! i". hr n '
The Civil List, which, like iv mvi! s. r-- ' ch ; th ri :-

-' f-- u -

piece with the balance. It consists of est,...and has been led away from his du- -
B fty oy tlie example oi nis predecessor,regret on the part of the Secretary iliai

legal steps had been taken "to attempt
to secure'1 what was due the Vt :and a certain looseness in the code of

morality, which here does not move in IIvice, is an ordinary expenditure, arrnj.ti-- 1 -- -. k.-- z it av.
ed to $5,521,234," so that these two ex-la- '! the t. . a.so limited a circle as it does with us at

Treascby Department, Nut. 19, 1836. home." Now, sir, a more infamous slan nnd i t ii rtt mou n tcnl to u rw a ri c twelve l r as vt that ( tl
Sir: I have received your letter of

U iv l isthe 1st instant, by the mail of this mor millions, (a million more than the fu-- i

'sum spent in Mr. Adams first year.) ex- - '

elusive of the army, f jrtiacat-oni- . La.--- I '

bors, roads, pensions, Indian arfiirs. r:v-- 1

ers. Florida war, arsenals, aria-irie- . vV e. I

l'm its.
a: .
at S ;h

Nor are the most oimawi deta.! f b! er.
this heavy expenditure less ah e j "
when contrasted with the year 133 ah , rs thin

the first place, we have aa ite.n ef;I 'e- -

about one million of d liars spmt in ap-- ! a ir.
-- X

" r, a S
'; . s i ,

der was never promulgated against an
intelligent and moral community; for a
more upright, intelligent, and moral
community cannot be found in the repub-
lic than that which is the subject of this
vile libel. Whj, sir, I do not believe
there is a citizen of that community
who would not spurn, with honest and in-

dignant scorn, the profligate sentiments
of this self-constitut- "censor momm."

No, sir; it was that looseness of polit-
ical morality which marks the party in
power, which more especially illustrates
the official conduct of the Secretary of
the Treasury, that induced Boyd to em-

bezzle the public property.
And he did it with a vengeance. His

accounts exhibit his defalcation as of
some $50,000 or $60,000 in money.
But it was a more splendid robbery than
this: it was of some 23.000 acres of the
public domain, which, by virtue of this
office, he transferred to himself without
even paying for it a single dollar.

Sir, this was a bold operation; most
of the appropriators of other people's
property prefer personal chattels
something which can be concealed, and,
if necessary, taken across the waters.
But "there bo land rats as well as w a- -

port or the kxecuttve depart nen's at
Washington: another item f 1 1" : h 1 1 ed

thmsand d.?Ifar in flt'iag u r.w
buibliigs for the Cabinet o:7i--- T f t.- -

Presi'bnt; another of tKre hundre-- l t --

sand cellars for erectine:a marb'e ra'ac-- at

Nev Vork fur Sub-Treas-u r- -r Swart-
wout and his successor SjTr.a-;;r-.-- r
Hoyt; another of nineteen t'wi a-- l .
nrj llr lew furnitur-- e for Mr. hin lii
ren. for Otteman. Sofa-- , b in: rs.
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ding the returns, are unsatisfactory ; that
he cm perceive no sufficient cause for
their being delaved.'.

I wish Levi Woodbury would explain
why he and General Jackson violated
their pledge in this case. I confess I
don't understand it. I thought if Har-
ris diJ not make his returns, he would
certainly be removed. Put if he does
not make all his returns and deposite
1y the lth of November, he will pos-
itively have to go, painful" to
both the President and the Department.
Lest he should forget all about the
matter, the Secretary in a few days
writes again:
Tkeascuy Department, October 2G, 1 835.

Sm: I have to observe, in reply to
your letter of the IHh instant, that the
allowance authorized by the regulations
of tlie Department, as a compensation
for travelling expenses, and risk in the
transmission of the public moneys to the
bank of deposite, can only be made when
?rwch expenses and risk have actually
been incurred, aad not in. any case where
both are avoided by means of the facili-
ties alTbrded by the mail or deposite
banks; moreover, inasmuch as the branch
bank of Columbus receives and credits
the moneys received by you in the first
instance, I can perceive no reason why

deposite in past month should not
have embraced the whole amount in your
possession nt the time of such deposite,
as the instructions require.

I am, Arc.
levi woonnunw

Secretary tf the Treasury.
W. P. Hatisis, Esf..

JlTrtrer of PMie Jlm'y, Columbus Jlistitsiiipi.
Sir, the 12th cf November arrived

and passed; and yet Harris had failed
to deposite the public moneys with
which he was chargeable, according to
the requisition of the Secretary's letter.

"Of course he was dismissed without
' further hesitation, you Not so

fast; don't be rash in your conclusions.
I have become suspicious about the mat-
ter since the reprieve. I don't believe,

"now, lie was removed at all.
And, sure enough, he was not. Here

is the very next letter from the Depart- -

ment, talking to him as mildly as if he
" bad never offended.

Treasury Department, Nor. 28, 133.5.
Sir: Your letter of the 11th instant,

and return for the month of October, is

' received. As your deposites of public
moneys are made at Culumbus. no rea-
son whatever can be seen whv the whole
money in your hand at the end of the

' month is not deposited. It is expected
that it will be hereafter.

I am, Arc,
LEVI WOODBURY,

Secretary of the Treasury.
W. P. Harris, Rso.,

Receiver of Public Money, Columbus Mi.

ning, and regret to inform you that, as
long ago as August last, steps were ta-

ken by the Solicitor of the Treasury to
attempt to secure the balance due from
J'OU.

I am, &c
LEVI WOODBURY,

Secretary of the Treasury.
W. P. Harris, Iisq., 'Columbus Miss.
Now, will any one dare deny that

General Jackson and Secretary Wood-

bury were literally guilty of this defal-

cation? Did it not result from their
wilful neglect of duty from absolute
and unqualified connivance? For two
years and a half this receiver was never
for a single instant out of default; he
was during that whole period in contin-
ued violation of the acknowledged ''par-
amount duties of his office.'''' The Secre-
tary was aware of the whole of it. The
case at length becomes so ripe, that it
falls of itself a good round golden ap-

ple of the value of $100,000 and up-

wards. And yet the Secretary swears
that no such fruit grows in his garden.

But let us again take a "birdseyc view
of this correspondence. Let us group
it; without giving the exact language,
we will take the meaning the idea.

Letter 1st. Mr. Harris, I am sorry to
tell you again, you hav'nt made your
returns.

2d. Mr. Harris, you hav'nt made your
returns.

3d. Mr. Harris, if you don't make
vour returns. I'll tell the President.

4th. Mr. Harris, you bad better set-

tle up; if you don't, out vou go.

Centre Tables. Pier TabV-s- . II. i
hoganv Chairs, Gold S rv. . ',;
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': h ve

another ef rtro hundred a id
sand dxlars ''for the reii .f
public ilefaid'ers." Tiieri w
"otlious' Internal
General Garemxirut. au.on- - u -
tind a angle item of ih
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sand dsT.ars for th: iiu' . r i:i 1 11 : ; Itor the iJ.smal l a:i i". I ". .Swampter rats;" and Boyd, it seems, was a land
rat. What a huge slice he cut from the for RoaJs and Canals iapublic loaf! 23.000 acres of land ! Why, provinceol Mis on ri. s 23.3C ' ; i r 11 i i sA

it
I
; i

and Canals m Indiana. A'aVanai. M .

Mississippi and Arkansas. Nh Me)
but not nr en! fr -- r a Is aa i

in Texnessf.f.!

K is more man a usrmaii prmcipauiy.
The Norman robber, when he divided
out the broad lands of merry England,
gave not to his haughty barons such
ivide extent of wood and field. Who
would not be the feudatory of this ad-

ministration, when the tenure is.soeasv,
and the reward would constitute mate-
rials for a dukedom!

t nesc iacis. as oun ;::i as
are not more cnviricir: ,a :..

.:.ey a- -'
:h- - r

5th Mr. Harris, p'ease to tell me

less proil gality of the A L, ".'.-- ? r t:.- i. '- - ;

than the ex pen iitares of -. Vai V. - - V

ren's seeoa-- i year, IC3J, wii;.-- h were re-- 5 -I- f---

ported an i estimated bv the S i.f ; !.Sir, the Secretary deserves impeach-
ment for this case alone. Why has he
not proceeded to set aside the illegal and

why you hav'nt settled; do, that's a good
man.

6th. Mr. Harris, now don't behave so.
7th. Mr. Harris, how would' you feel

the Treisurv ia December last, a: ti,rt t
K--t mi'jiois tare hundred .'i- -t tn'false titles to those lands? The receiver j Jam. exclusive of the Post (XTW. Tti '

, - rnever had a snadow ot right to them.
Yet his pretended title has been recog-
nised, and portions of the land are now
being sold by the ofiieers of tho Gov-
ernment, as the property of the

r una ana the reiempt;.noi SiO.'JJ.'X'-.-
Treasuty note. This vast siaa Wtrsj
the relttion to $..300.X t t3.l.- -
000. as compared with the s :c.-n- d rear1
of Mr. Adams, and is nii-- j ua .,f I

if you were dismissed froniolTice? Bet-

ter pay up. or you'll know.
Cth. Mr. Harris, it's lucky for you

you've got strong friends; that's the rea-
son we don't turn you out. But you'd
better mind your eye. -

9th. Mr. Harris, ain't you ashamed?
10th. Mr. Harris, perhaps vou don't

I

: y .After this extensive land-pirac- y, what
does the Secretary do? Does he. with

much such items as we have U'iore-
The details may be a Ivertei t

at sorr.o future ilay.
We bave presented the forejing fr"

(matnlv from official reeoFds.i Dvl- - k.

-- A:

m r
i ?s.virtuous indignation, turn fcini out of ! h

I

know it, but you are very much behind-
hand. Do you intend to pay up or not?
I wish you Would. Tis very strangeVery true; no reason can be seen why

. he should not have deposited the money,
and no reason can be seen whv he was

. no! removed for failing so long and so

cause they are new to our readers. b-- i ga.nhr. -I- :" .

to put to rest the that " -- Woa'tattempts are iia',1 v f v a - --

made not only in ihiscouaty, ba: tan.ni gh- - j Be hr of'
out the State, to fritter down tiio a.inaa! --ff 4 1

aggregates, by sabtracticg itena at'ev'e-mtia- ! t-- c--

traordinary expend tjre tLat reailv Pit tat hr. t

office? No, sir. lie permits biro to re-
sign at his leisure. Two months after
Gareschc's report, he " writes him as
follows: ' "

Treasury Department, August 8, 1S37.
Sir: I am happy to hear, of the frank

and honorable course proposed in your
letter of the 24th ultimo. It would be
convenient to have the bond and resir.

repeatedly to do it. . But to the corres- -

Iondence. . ... .

Treasury DEeARi.HE.vr, March 28, 1836.
9 Wf l.iii.iuw.a iu w ...t. k fcMwn j "in--- i trie r.ra-Sir: Your letter of the ;l3:h instant,

.. enclosing your return for the month of
nation arrive here by. the early part of

as tne current expenses ot tae Govern- - .
a-:i- t.i--

ment such as Foreign Indemnities. In-- f end cf tfe"..ai4-- t

dian Trust fund. Post OfSce fani. Arc. ! HI g-- e up ta--a sh--; V.:--

We heard it asserted from tlie s jrr".! mar.

you will hurt my feelings so, and the
President's too.

11th. Mr. Harris, now comes it that
yen are a defaulter for $128,834 70?
I don't wish to hurt your feelings, but I
should like to know. I hare a curiosity
on the subject; can't you tell me? r

12th. Mr. Harris, wnt'rr resigned kare
yon Well, that beats any thing. What
a cunning dog you are ! " Feathered your
nest well, ha? I'll tell the President all
about it when ha comes home."' How he
will laugh! "';

" '?
13th. Dear Mr. Harris, I regret to tell

you that the rascally1 Solicitor of the
Treasury is a going to try and recover
back that money you've got, which be-

longs to tho Government. Never mind;
we'il fix it sonv? way. '

. ,

Such is an epitome of the correspon-- i

the other day, that the V. h.hgj v..r.. j T:.;,u;-- ;

raising "a hue and crv ajaitii: thr rx"--- i s.

oepiemoer.
I am, Arc.. ,

, . LEVI WOODBURY, .
- . Secretary of the Treasury.

G. D. Botd,
Receiver of Public Money, Columbus, Mi.

, - tivoveuiber, is received Again it be--.- -;

comes my unpleasant duty , to complain
,Kf your neglect, ia this rcspeet, aud to

; a inform you that the omission ia transmit
-- the required monthly stateiwects, fur a

whole quarter after they are die, can-n- ot

be permitteJ in. any, public officer;
and especially after having been hereto-
fore so often reminded of the consequen- -

ministration' for spending four or j fia.-hi.-- ig or V-3- mtr - '..-
millions in the support of the Ist OS --e, ! v '? u-- Caj. : -nr- : U: 1
when it is known that the reveaae derir--t ta-- w n-:-a o." ta-- -r - . "

Yes, sir; according to the morality of as.. :

m cos of such neglect- - On the return of
tne secretary, resigning, after robbing
the Government of 20,000 or 30,000
acres of land, U verv "frank and hon

cu mai esuoi isaaseiii more than j t a- - fs.pays its way. This is not true-- . Th-'- ei h:aTlPost 0:nce appropriations, tho aga r?gj- - t.4 at t rer
iariy made by Congress, are esreciaii v j c--il Lf.i zu. i

1 e '. i .sir- v i- -- the m til, therefore, .if .the usual state-
ments for the other months in arrear are orable" ... ,

exclu-ie- d in the report of ftpeadl: : to??y.i n,l ?V fui tnut rc.'civttl, I shall bounder the dia- - dence of Levi Woodbury, Secretary of Conclusion next icceJ..) maae fy the 5 cretary cf the Ti--,i"r- v

Xh


